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Communication is a foundational element of Block Watch.  This includes communication between you and the Sheriff's Office, you and your neighbors, and what your neighborhood communicates to those who enter it.  Through Block Watch, you can be better prepared to communicate both to law enforcement, your neighbors, and visitors to your neighborhood.  
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The Whatcom County Sheriff's Office cannot function effectively without the assistance of concerned, responsible citizens.  We are depending on you to call and report all suspicious activity.  The following page describes what kinds of suspicious behaviors to watch for, as well as what information is most often needed by 911. 

[image: image3.wmf]Your neighborhood will be better prepared to prevent crime when an effective strategy to neighborhood communication is established.  Block Watch uses three tools to enhance communication on your block; the family information form, the phone tree, and the block map.  The family information form is included in this packet to be filled out and given to the block coordinator.  A sample phone tree and block map are also included.  This information can help you and your neighbors to more easily recognize what is suspicious and contact each other to share information or concerns.
[image: image4.wmf]Your neighborhood can communicate to visitors through the use of Block Watch signs.  By posting signs at each point of access to your neighborhood, all who come to your block will know you participate in Block Watch.  This can give your friends and family comfort as they visit you, and can discourage burglars from committing crime.
Because the Sheriff's Office can never know your neighborhood as well as you do, we rely on you to be the eyes and ears for us.  Effective communication increases a criminal's chances of apprehension and reduces the likelihood of crime in your neighborhood.
