
What is 
Suspicious? 

 
The Whatcom County Sheriff's Office cannot function effectively without the assistance of concerned, 
responsible citizens.  We are depending on you to call and report all suspicious activity. 
 
Some people fail to call simply because they are not aware of what seemingly innocent activities might be 
suspicious.  Others may notice suspicious activity and be hesitant to call for fear of being a nosy 
neighbor.  Many often take it for granted that someone else has already called the police.   
 
CALL 911 IMMEDIATELY about all suspicious activity.  DO NOT worry about being embarrassed if your 
suspicions prove to be unfounded.  THINK INSTEAD ABOUT WHAT COULD HAPPEN IF YOU DO NOT 
ACT. 
 
THINGS TO LOOK FOR 
 
Anything that seems "out of place," or that is occurring at an unusual time of day could be criminal 
activity.  Some things to watch for and report include: 
 
• A stranger entering your neighbor's house 

when it is unoccupied. 
• Anyone removing accessories, license 

plates, or gas from a vehicle. 
• The sound of breaking glass or loud 

explosive sound. 
• People loitering around schools, parks, 

secluded areas, or in the neighborhood. 
• Vehicles being loaded with valuables and 

parked in front of a closed business or 
unattended residence, even if the vehicle 
looks legitimate. 

• Apparent business transactions being 
conducted from a vehicle. 

• People being forced into vehicles, especially 
if they are juveniles or females. 

• An abandoned vehicle parked on your 
street: This may be a stolen car. 

• People making a quick change of vehicles. 
• One or more juveniles walking casually 

through the neighborhood looking into back 
yards, cars, etc. 

 

• Open or broken doors or windows at a 
closed business or residence. 

• Anyone forcing entrance into or tampering 
with a residence, business, or vehicle. 

• Any person taking a short-cut through a 
back yard: They may have just broken into 
your neighbor's home. 

• Any vehicles moving slowly and without 
lights, or following a course that appears to 
be repetitive in any location, particularly in 
school, park, or playground areas.  
Occupants may be looking for places to rob 
or burglarize, or they could be drug dealers 
or sex offenders. 

• Parked, occupied vehicles containing one or 
more persons at an unusual hour.  The 
occupants could be lookouts for a possible 
burglary. 

• Juveniles going door-to-door looking for 
extra work or asking for donations.  They 
may be casing your home for possible 
burglary opportunities.

 
While some, if not all, of the suspicious situations described could 
have innocent explanations, the Sheriff's Office would rather 
investigate a crime-prone situation than be called when it's too 
late.  You could save a life, prevent an injury, or stop a crime. 
 



Information Most Often Needed 
 
When you call 911, be prepared to answer the following questions to the best of your ability: 
 

• What happened? 
• When did it happen? 
• Where did it happen? 
• Was anybody hurt? 
• Who did it? 

 
HOW TO DESCRIBE A SUSPECT: 
 
Try to notice and remember the following 
characteristics of a suspect.  By paying close 
attention to these features, you will be able to 
give a more accurate description of the suspect. 
 
• Sex 
• Race 
• Complexion 
• Age 
• Height (estimate in 2 inch blocks, for 

example: between 5'8" and 5'10") 
• Weight (estimate in blocks of 10 pounds; for 

example 160 to 170 pounds 
• Build (large, medium, small, stocky, slender, 

plus any distinguishing features on parts of 
the body like tattoos, eyeglasses, scars, 
etc.) 

• Hair  (color, thick, thin, balding, mustaches, 
or beard) 

• Clothing (color, type, style - start at the top 
and work down: hat, coat, shirt, pants, and 
shoes) 

• Direction of travel 

DESCRIBING A VEHICLE: 
 
Train yourself to notice the following details 
about vehicles so you can report them to your 
dispatcher. 
 
• Color 
• Year 
• Make 
• Body Type (sedan, two-door, convertible, 

station wagon, etc.) 
• License number (specify state) 
 
• Hint: use the acronym CYMBAL = Color, 

Year, Make, Body And License 
 
• Also look for identifying marks such as 

specialty attachments, dents, damage, etc. 
 
 

PROCEDURE FOR REPORTING 
 

• Dial 911 - Remain calm, speak clearly and be ready to provide the dispatcher with the following 
information: 

 
• First, indicate whether you need law enforcement, fire, or medical services.  If you will require 

more than one service, first request the service that will maintain life.  The other services that are 
needed will automatically follow. 

• What is happening (a brief description) 
• Where is the location (address & nearest cross street) 
• Your name and the phone number from which you are calling 
• Continue to answer the dispatcher's questions so that he or she may have up-to-date information 

to relay to the responding unit.  It is not necessary for you to hang up before deputies can be 
dispatched.   

• Stay on the line until the dispatcher has all the information needed.  Do not hang up until you are 
instructed to do so by the dispatcher. 


